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Moscow Says It Arrested 
Russian as British Spy 


By Margaret Shapiro 

Washington Post Foreign Service 

MOSCOW, March 1 — After more 
than a week of tit-for-tat spy revela- 
tions with the United States, Rus- 
sian authorities today announced 
that they arrested a top defense in- 
dustry official last month on charges 
of spying for Britain. 

The announcement of an arrest 
made more than a month ago 
seemed designed in part to show 
Russia’s new tougher-minded atti- 
tude toward the West, analysts saiH 
It also may be part of an effort by 
the Federal Counterintelligence Ser- 
vice to bolster its image after this 
weekend when, to the outrage of 
President Boris Yeltsin, it allowed 
the swift release from Lefortovo 
Prison of amnestied leaders of the 
Oct. 3-4 uprising in Moscow. 

According to a spokesman for the 
service, which is a recently re- 
vamped successor to the KGB, a 
Russian man working in the defense 
industry was arrested Jan. 15 on 
spying charges. He was caught with 
invisible ink and other espionage 
equipment provided to him by the 
British Embassy here, according to 
the Postfactum news agency. It said 
the man, who was not identified by 
Russian officials, confessed 10 days 
later that he had been paid by the 
British to give them information 
about new research into weapons 
and defense projects with interna- 
tional investors. 

No reason was given for why the 
arrest was only being disclosed now. 

Postfactum quoted Nikolai Go- 
lushko, who was dismissed by Yelt- 
sin as head of counterintelligence 


Monday, allegedly in connection 
with the Lefortovo releases, as say- 
ing that the man had caused Russia 
much damage. 

The British Embassy said it had 
no comment on the matter. Russian 
television news did not mention to- 
day’s spy charges. 

A statement from the counter- 
intelligence service said the man had 
worked “on assignment for British 
intelligence for monetary reward” 
and had “handed over information of 
a secret and military nature.” It did 
not say what has happened to the 
man since his arrest. 

Russian officials said today’s an- 
nouncement had no connection to 
Monday’s firing of Golushko or to the 
espionage accusations of the past 
week between the United States and 
Russia. A week ago the United States 
arrested a CIA official, Aldrich H. 
Ames, and charged him and his wife 
with spying for the Soviet Union and 
Russia for a decade. The revelation 
has sparked an uproar on Capitol Hill, 
where many members of Congress 
have demanded a reassessment of 
U.S. policy toward Russia. 

Last Friday, Washington ordered 
the expulsion of Alexander Lysenko, 
whom the State Department de- 
scribed as the head of intelligence in 
Russia’s embassy in Washington. In 
response, the Russian Foreign Minis- 
try on Monday expelled an official at 
the U.S. Embassy here who the Rus- 
sians said was the CIA station chief. 

While diplomats on both sides said 
they hope the matter will end there, 
Russian intelligence officials have in- 
sisted that Russia alone should not be 
tarred with the “spy” image. 



